In the wake of the COVID‐19 pandemic and in the interest of keeping staff, employees and consumers with mental health and substance use disorders safe, many organizations have had to cancel scheduled conferences and annual meetings. Officials and leaders, meanwhile, are moving forward with helping their members and the public stay safe during this outbreak.

The Anxiety and Depression Association of America canceled its conference scheduled to be held in San Antonio March 19--22, and the Zero Suicide 5 International Summit postponed its event for May 11--12 in Liverpool, United Kingdom,.

The American Psychiatric Association announced it will not hold its 2020 Annual Meeting in Philadelphia, which had been scheduled for April 25--29. APA CEO and Medical Director Saul Levin, M.D. M.P.A., FRCPE and APA President Bruce Schwartz, M.D., said they have plans to support the learning needs of psychiatrists through online education.

The National Council for Behavioral Health\'s annual NATCON event, slated for April 5--7 in Austin, Texas, was also among the cancel‐lations. The organization boasts one of the largest behavioral health conferences in the country.

"We\'re certainly disappointed, but it was the right and far more important thing to do," Jeannie Campbell, chief operating officer and executive vice president of the National Council, told *MHW*. "We have to turn 100% of our attention to serving our members and the population they\'re serving. We do not want to do anything to put anyone at harm."

Campbell said NATCON 2020 was expected to be the National Council\'s largest conference ever, with about 6,000 attendees expected. "The outpouring of support from members, vendors and exhibitors has been phenomenal," said Campbell, conference lead for NATCON. The organization will eventually re‐group and turn its attention to NATCON 2021, which will be held at the Denver Convention Center on May 3--5, 2021, she said.

Town Hall, resources {#mhw32285-sec-0002}
====================

The National Council last week held its monthly Tele‐town Hall meeting hosted by President and CEO Chuck Ingoglia for its members to receive timely updates, ask questions and share concerns and insights.

The event included legislative updates at the federal and state level "to ensure our clinicians have the flexibility they need to continue to keep their doors open in a flexible setting and receive payment to support their finances continuing during this difficult time," said Campbell.

Additionally, National Council Medical Director Joe Parks, M.D., provided information and guidance for clinical directors and medical directors to support providing clinical services during this coronavirus pandemic, Campbell noted. "**'We have to turn 100% of our attention to serving our members and the population they\'re serving.'**Jeannie Campbell"

Upcoming town halls, which are akin to listening tours, said Campbell, will continue to address challenges members might be faced with, she noted. "We\'re trying to be as supportive and helpful as we possibly can," said Campbell.

While the details aren\'t specific yet, the National Council intends to use some of the material gathered for NATCON 2020 and present it during a virtual event. "We have no details yet; there\'s a lot going on," she said. "The most important thing we can be doing is not just supporting our members, but everyone in the mental health and addictions \[field\]. We take that responsibility seriously."

The National Council, at <http://www.thenationalcouncil.org/covid19>, has posted a COVID‐19 resource directory and tools and information for behavioral health organizations and the public.
